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ADVERTISEMENT. 


TY E following Pages were really 
the Subſtance of a private Letter, 
very lately ſent by a Gentleman in 
Town to his Friend in the North ; and 
by that Friend have been tranſmitted to 
the Preſs, without the leaſt Alterations, 
except the Addition of a few Stops, and 
an Omiſſion of the Writer's Name, 
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Preſent Miniſtry. 
IN A LETTER &c. 


My DEAR FRIEND, 


EX O U have long deſired, and 
y MN 

” Vs I will give you, in the beſt 
manner I can, a ſhort 

HisToty of the Conpucrt of the 

PRESENT MINISTSRS, RESPECTING 


B the 
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the AMERICAN STAMP-ACT, As 
to the ſtyle, I ſhall not take much 


pains; but as to the „acts, you 


may depend upon them. 


It is now about two years ago, 
{ince the Houſe of Commons came 
to a reſolution, with regard to the 
right of laying taxes in America, 
Every body then knew, and the 
Miniſter of that time made no ſe- 
cret of declaring it, that that reſo- 
lution was the forerunner of a tax. 
The gentlemen abovementioned, 
were then in oppoſition. They 
were hanging out the ſtandard of 
Patriotiſm, and affecting to fight 
under it. Yet they did not oppoſe 
this reſolution; momentous as it 
manifeſtly appeared to be, 1n lay- 
ing not only the foundation of the 

Stamp 
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Stamp Tax (which was known to be 
then in agitation) but of ary, and of 
every other Tax which might follow, 
and involving, as it certainly did, 
«© concerns of the moſt extreme 
ee magnitude,” and of the higheſt 
importance to both Great-Britain 
and America. It ſeemed to all, to 
be a clear thing; for the whole 
were unanimous, It was not un- 
til the following ſeſſion, that the 
Bill for levying a Stamp Duty was 
brought in. So that there was 
ſuthcient time given to theſe ſup- 
poſed Patriots, for collecting all 
the arguments and ſentiments, of 
all the intereſted, and wiſeſt per- 
ſons, on both ſides the Atalantic. 
But they neglected making any uſe 
of this great opportunity; though, 
if they had really wiſhed to ſerve 


B 2 America, 
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America, as they now falſcly pre- 
tend, they certainly would not. 
And this much, at leaſt, muſt, or 
ought, to be ſaid in behalf of the 
late Miniſtry, whom I by no means 
intend to vindicate in this meaſure, 
that very few Acts have at any 
time been paſſed with ſuch ðuα 
deliberation. Of courle then, with 


the greater contempt ought we to 


look upon a ſet of men, who are 
now making a parade of pouring 
forth their Mock -s*NTIMENTS, and 


arraigning the propriety of a mea- 


ſure, which they had not ſpirit to 


oppoſe, in the proper ſeaſon ; not- 
withſtanding the moſt reaſonable 
allowance of time, for awakening 


their courage, if they ever had 
any; and for obtaining intelligence 


and digeſting ideas. But the truth 


Is, 
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is, the greateſt part of them were 
of the Miniſter's opinion, and have 
ſince changed their ſentiments for 
the promotion of their intereſts. 


Very little oppoſition therefore 
was made to the Bill: very few 
things were ſaid, and there was no 
diviſion. This was in one place. 
In another, ſo ſtrong was the una- 
nimity, that there was not even a 
ſingle ſyllable uttered againſt it. Tt 


is true, ſome of the old leaven; who 
call cheinſelves Whigs, but who are 


in fact ſo corrupt and daſtardly, 
that they are the abuſers of any 
name, but that of imo :ſer vers, 
did affect to ſuggeſt to a certain 
noble Lord, ſomething like a „eint 
of oppoſition to the Bill. But this 
noble Lord, who was fingle in the 


ſup- 


1 
ſupport of public Liberty, in the 


hour of danger, and when none 
other of the party had virtue to 
appear; whoſe intrepidity on that 
occaſion was ſuch, that his real 
friends began to tremble for his 
ſafety; who was likewiſe ſingle in 
ſuſtaining with his purſe the whole 
weight of that public cauſe; and 
who preſerved, as far, and as long, 
as ONE MAN could, unanimity in ſuch 
a contaminated ſet : from whoſe po- 
pularity of character, deſintereſted 
conduct, and high eſteem with the 
Public, they borrowed that ſhadow 
of Patriotiſm, which they now ſo 
aukwardly affect to wear, after 
having parted with all pretenſions 
to the /ub/tance, by the moſt atro- 
cious and moſt abandoned acts of 


intended and attempted TREACHE= 
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RY ; Which being now known, will 
mark them with infamy to theit 


graves. I ſay, this noble Lord, 


not having forgot the ſcandalous 
leagues they had entered into with 
a certain prerogative lawyer, ſince 
dead, to BETRAY the cauſe; and 
knowing their deſires to ex- 
tend no further than the emolu- 
ments of office*; and not doubtiny 

| the 


In this place, I muſt beg leave to make a 
ittle digreſſion, and offer to your conſideration, 
2 few QuERIEs ; which, I believe, the preſent 
Miniſters can ſalve without any difficulty. 

Who, immediately, upon the moſt flagrant 
and wanton violations of the ſacred liberties 
of Engliſhmen, in the caſe of Mr. Wilkes, 
eagerly paid their compliments to a certain 
great Perſon ; hoping to get good Places by a 
icandalous deſertion of their friends, and the 
Public, with whom they then paſſed for Pa- 
triots, and by an offered Sacrifice (for ſuch De- 
fſertion at that critical hour was nothing leſs) 
of the man who had ſuffered in their ſervice, 

| and 
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the right of Parliament, nor per- 
haps, ſeeing in the Bill itſelf ſuffi- 
cient ground for conteſt; and this 


laſt 


„ 


and who was then combating with the illegal 
and uſurped power of office ? 

Who, ſoon afcer, finding this offered 
Treachery inſufficient for their purpoſes, en- 
tered into a league with a certain Prerogative 
Lawyer, ſince dead, to vrnoLD and DEFEND, 
what they then called the neceſſity and /egality 
of General I/arrants ? 

Who likewiſe, and for the ſame reaſon, 
entered into a league with the ſame Preroga- 
tive Lawyer, to vote away Privilege in the 
_ caſe of a ſeditious libel ? 

Who were afterwards compelled to renounce 
theſe,” if poſſible, more than perfidious and 
infamous engagements, by the ſtrength and 
popularity of the cauſe, which was carried on 
by other people ; particularly by one noble 
Lord, of real worth and unſullied honour, who 
publicly ſtepped forward, and with his perſon, 
as well as his purſe, which was always open 
on this occaſion, bravely and generouſly at- 
tacked the monſter of ſtate tyranny, which for 
a ſeries of years had fatrened on the rights of 
Engliſhmen, under the leaders of the preſent 
Miniſtry ; and for doing which, he was de- 
ſerted by the Party, but applauded by every 
true Engliſhman ? 

Did 


mel 

laſt reaſon has been acknowledged 
by the beſt American advocates, 
for, ſay they, Though the Stamp 
& Duty has been the oſtenſible 


ce cauſe of the late riots, yet that 


te jn reality is but a „nal! part of 
te their grievance: (vide True 
Intereſt, and ſeveral other late 
Pamphlets.) Therefore he did not 
chuſe to oppoſe, merely for the 
ſake of oppoſition : and the others, 


„„ * * 


Did the D. of N. ſign the proteſt upon pri- 
liege; and if not, why? 
Who, pretending to oppoſe the influence 


of the Favourite, becauſe he repeatedly refuſ- 


ed to accept of them, did, upon the firſt pro- 
ſpect of vacancies, ſolicit and ſupplicate, in 
the moſt preſſing and abject manner, to go 
into amy offices, upon any terms, with Lord N. 
at the head of the Treaſury ? 

If there be any who have been guilty of 
theſe real and proffered inſtances of the moſt 
{ſcandalous and infamous PERF1DyY ; are they 
fir to be truſted, in any buſineſs, or upon any 
occaſion whatever? Ought they not rather to 
be abhorred by every honeſt man? 


+ who 
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( 12 ] 
who had but barely ſuggeſted it, 


did it only for the name, not for 
the /ervice of the thing ; and durſt 
not /eparately hazard their own in- 


ſignificance againſt a meaſure, the 


rectitude or propriety of which 
they did not attempt to diſprove, 
It is likewiſe true, that there 
were ſome petitions againſt it, but 
they going more againſt the right, 
than any other point, were not, 
nor indeed could not, be admit- 
ted. | 


Now all this was long before the 
reconciliation between the noble 
Lord and his Brother ; or before 
that event was even thought of. 
So that it cannot be aſſerted, with- 
out the moſt manifeſt violation of 


truth, that the noble Lord chang- 
ed 


[ 23 ] 


ed his opinion in compliment to 
his relation, or the ternper of the 
times; for he has been uNIFORUu- 
LY THE SAME : Which 1s more than 
can be ſaid of the gentlemen at pre- 


ſent in office. 


It is a fact which they cannot 
deny, and can be too well atteſted 
for them to attempt to refute, that 
ſo eager were they for great ſala- 
ries, they made no heſitation of de- 
ſerting their friends, and did not 
even wait to make any ſtipulations 
whatever. The affairs of the na- 
tion, and all public and private bu- 
ſineſs, were left to the chapter of 
accidents. So that it is clear, they 
went into offices merely for the e- 
moluments of them; and that A- 
merica with them never was an 


object. C 2 And 


[ n 
| | | And to put this aſſertion beyond 
| all doubt, we need only take a 


[ ſhort review of their ſubſequent 
| conduct; and we ſhall find, that the 
0 ſame manifeſt diffidence and un- 
I! pardonable negle&, which governed 
them when in oppoſition, to have 
guided them when in office - with 
| this difference as to the 207rve only, 

| that before their acceptance, they 
thought mildneſs in their meaſures, 
1 and a forbearance to ſtand forward 
0 upon any public ground, or in ſup- 

port of any public cauſe, the beſt 
way to get to St. James's: and hav- 
ing, to the aſtoniſhment of man- 
kind, by deſerting their friends, 
and turning their backs upon all 
thoſe who had ſerved them, at 
length arrived there; they thought 

a ſervile compliance with every 

1 tem- 
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temporary humour, and a ſcanda- 
lous proſtration and the moſt ſin- 
cere oblations, at the ſhrine of the 
Favourite, which they repeatedly 
offered, and he has hitherto re- 
peatedly refuſed to accept; the beſt 
means of ſtaying there. 


Accordingly we find, that al- 
though it was under their admini- 
ſtration that the farſt advices came 
from America, of the general and 
violent oppoſition to the Stamp 
Act; and although the adjuſtment 
of this buſineſs was of the higheſt 
importance to both Great-Britain 
and America, and the very nature 
of it ſo conſequential and preſſing, 
that both countries might be ruin- 
ed by DELay : yet with the ſtrong- 


eſt and fulleſt information of the 
88 


[16 
behaviour of the Americans before 
them ; with their eyes open, as to 
a proſpect of the terrible conſe- 
quences which preſented themſelves 
before theſe unfeeling Miniſters ; 
who knowing, or might have 
known, if they ever read the Stamp 
Act, that it was to take place on 
the firſt day of laſt November 
and that a ſuſpenſion of this moſt 
important confideration, mult in- 
evitably occaſion an almoſt total 
Ragnation of trade: I ſay, notwith- 
ſtanding all theſe great and forcible 
reaſons for calling the Parliament ; 
yet did they put off the meeting of 
that Aſſembly for buſineſs, until the 
middle of January. And it was 
not until above ſeven weeks after, 
that the repeal of the Stamp Act 
was even believed to be certain. 


The 


bh. 

d | 

. 

= 
I 

= 

a 

L 


1171 

The timidity with which they 
were ſeized, owing to a continual 
dread of loſing their places; and 
the fluctuation and contrariety of 
opinions amongſt them, owing to 
the heterogeneous mixture of which 
they are compoſed; were the true 
cauſes of that moſt injurious and 
moſt unpardonable DELAVY: for it 
is a fact well known, that ſome- 
times they were for enforcing the 
Act, (and by poſtponing the con- 
ſideration of it, they undoubtedly 
meant that it ſhould enforce itſelf ) 
ſometimes they were for ſuſpending 
it, at other times for repealing it, 
and never unanimous in any thing; 
until the Great Commoner ſanctifi- 
ed the revolt of America, and hav- 
ing by a doctrine, which they had 


not ſpirit to either adopt or oppaſe, 


and 
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10261 
and by which they were ſtruck 
with diſmay and confuſion, laid the 
foundation of a total ſeparation be- 
tween Great- Britain and the Colo- 
nies, and in them, of an abſolute 
independence of the Mother Coun- 
try; he at length fixed them in 
the act of repeal. 


The ſuſpence and imbecility on 


this ſide the water, encouraged the 


ferment on the other: hence aroſe 
thoſe conditions to the Britiſh mer- 
chants and traders, of not ſending 
any goods, unleſs the Stamp Act 
was repealed, And hence thoſe 
many inflammatory publications, 
which our DELay furniſhed ſuch 
an opportunity for writing and 
propagating throughout the Colo- 
nies: likewiſe that general union of 

the 


[19] 
the Colonies; and above all, that 
repeated denial of right, which 
nothing can now eraſe, and whic 
has for ever wounded the Majeſty 
of England, and. planted thorns 
under the pillow of our Sovereign: 


Whether the Stamp Act was ori- 
ginally, or whether the repeal of it 
now, be meaſures either prudent or 
conſiſtent, I will not ſay any thing, 
becauſe greater authority will ſoon 
determine both. But I hope eve- 
ry body who knows the few facts 
I have here thrown together, or to 
whom you may think proper to 
read this paper, will readily agree 
with me, in thinking and faying, 
that the diſtreſſes of Great-Britain 
and America, ſo far as relates to 
the Stamp AR, have not only been 

D wholly 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
f 


[ 20 ] 


wholly occaſioned, but moſt wanton- 
ly, cruelly and unneceſſarily aggra- 
vated by the timidity, incapacity 
and neglect of the preſent admini- 
ſtration. Had they called the Par- 
liament at the proper time, none 
of the late diſturbances would have 
happened ; nor that train of evil 
conſequences have followed, which 
their DELAY ſeems to have been 
contrived to promote. 


As this crime was committed by 
agſign, ſo the perſons guilty of it, 
are deſerving the moſt bitter abhor- 
rence of all true friends of their 
country: and if ever any miniſteri- 


al conduct deſerved an exemplary 


cenſure, this moſt certainly does; 
by a diſcharge of them from thoſe 
offices, the great duties of which 

they 


| 


as a 
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they have ſo flagrantly abuſed, and 

a ſtigma of their incapacity for 
ever holding them again: 
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I am, 


My dear Friend, &c. &c. 


IN 3 


| 
; 


Fl This Day is publiſhed, Price 108. 6d. in boards, 
or 125. bound. 


14 The Proceedings and Debates of the Britiſh 
Hou'e of Commons, during the third, 
fourth, and fifth Seſſions of the third Par- 
liament of his late Majeſty ; held in the 


Years 1743, 1744, 1745, and 1746. 


17 
4 
I To the Public. | 
I! In the Debates of this Period, are many 
important Motions ariſing from a Variety 
of intereſting Events, both Domeſtic and 
Foreign. Several material Changes in the 
Adminiſtration, were the Conſequence of 
thoſe Debates. As the Attention of Par- 
liament was occaſionally employed upon a 
long and expenſive War with both France 
and Spain, and the Suppreſſion of an un- 
natural and inteſtine Rebellion; a Mo- 
ment's Reflection, will ſhew this to have 
been one of the moſt important Periods in 
1 our Hiſtory. It is therefore to be regretted, 
o that theſe Debates have not been collated 
and digeſted before, and that ſo neceſſary a 
Work has been ſo long neglected ; a Work 
if ſo eſſentially uſeful to every Member of 
1 Parliament, and every Lover of Conſtitu- 
Wl | tional Hiſtory. Theſe Debates, which are 
_ principally compiled from authentic Notes 
raken in the Houſe, are arranged partly 
upon the ſame Plan with Chandler's Col- 
leſtion, which is brought down to the Year 
1742 3 


1742 ; but with ſuch Improvements from 
the Journals, and other authentic Papers, 
as it is preſumed, will render them worthy 
the Notice of every Britiſh Legiſlator. 
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